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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of group I (claims 12,15-16) in the reply filed 
6/13/05 on is acknowledged 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 12,15-16 recite the limitation "the recipient alias" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 12, is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) unpatentable as being Edelstein et al (US 
Patent 5,764, 906) in view of Kane et al (US Patent 5,487, 100) and further in view of Okada 
(US Patent 6,101,548), 

As to claim 12, [As best understood by the Examiner] Edelstein discloses a 
method for transmitting a message to a recipient, the recipient is associated with an 
alias identifier, the alias identifier is associated with at least one permission criteria, the 
alias identifier is further associated with at least one communication device, comprising: 

received a message (col. 7, lines 2-3); 
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receiving a recipient identifier for the message, the recipient alias associated 
with at least one communication device (col. 7, lines 5-10); 

verifying that the recipient identifier is available to the system (col. 7; lines 7-10). 

verifying that the sender has permission to send a message to the identifier by 
referring to the permission associated with the identifier [ the delivery services to clients 
employs a number of electronic or non electronic devices such as fax; telephone and postal 
service, the user may request to deliver the message by fax or in printed form by mail (col. 7, 
lines 4-11) (i.e. permission criteria associated with the alias)]. 

retrieving a maximum message length for a communication device associated with the 
identifier (col. 6, lines 40-50), 

Edelstein does not discloses, 

transmitting the message to at least one communication device, 
determining the message length of the received message; 

comparing the message length of the received message to the maximum message length; 

Kane discloses an e-mail message delivery system that deliveries e-mail from originating 
devices to destination devices using alias (col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, line 7). The messages are 
accumulated for each subscriber in a message database (compiled) (coL 5, lines 24-34). The 
system determines a maximum message length to be communicated to limit the size of the 
message and the bandwidth of the communication channel (col. 7, lines 62-col. 8, line 13). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use Kane's teachings to modify the method of Edelstein by transmitting the 
message to at least one communication device, determining the message length of the received 
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message; comparing the message length of the received message to the maximum message 
length; and modifying the transmission of the message when the message length of the received 
message exceeds the maximum message length in order to limit and conserve the bandwidth of 
the communication channel and enable subscribers to better manage their the costs of receiving 
messages. 

Neither Edelstein nor Kane discloses modifying the transmission of the message when 
the message length of the received message exceeds the maximum message length by 
sending the message in more the one transmission. 

Okada discloses a terminal device such as facsimile device with a flxnction of 
transmitting original document image data to a destination by electronic mail. Before image data 
transmission to a destination by electronic mail data, main controller of the facsimile device 
converts the image data on one page of original document to electronic mail data and determines 
how much volume the image data has. The image data on one page of original document is 
transmitted to a destination by a single electronic mail when the calculation result does not 
exceed a prescribed volume. On the other hand, the original image on one page of original 
document is divided up into smaller species of data and transmitted to destination by a plurality 
of electronic mails respectively when the calculation result exceeds a prescribed volume. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use Okada' s teachings to modify the combined method of Edelstein and Kane by 
modifying the transmission of the message when the message length of the received message 
exceeds the maximum message length by sending the message in more the one transmission 
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in order to manage a large volume of the message data that exceeds a prescribed volume and 
facilitate handling of the message on the receiving side. 

Claims 15,16 would be allowable if overcome the 1 12,2"^* paragraph rejection, 
6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hieu Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-3897. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Caldwell Andrew, can be reached on (571) 272-3868. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (571)-273-3897. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 273-8300. 
Hieu Le _ 




ANDREW CALDWELL 
SUPERVISORY fWENT EXAMINER 



